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execution, was addressed by Zunnuwte in the following
strain: 'After thou hast committed such a transgression,
thou must abdicate thy religion, and I shall pardon thee.'
But as the hermit refused to comply, he was killed, and
the chamberlain likewise tasted the beverage of martyrdom.
On that occasion the king said to the youth: 'If thou
lovest thy life, thou must give up thy belief.' But as he
also refused, Zunnuwas surrendered him to a crowd of
people, who were to throw him into the water, to become
the food of fishes; when, however, they reached the sea-
shore, the youth prayed, a wind arose, which swept the
people of Zunnuw^s into the sea, and the young man re-
turned safe. The king, having been informed of what had
taken place, cited the youth to his presence, and asked him
in what manner he had escaped death ? and he replied:
4 Verily my Lord has saved me, and has destroyed them !'
At these words the king became so incensed with anger,
that he ordered him to be thrown down from the top of a
high mountain; but when the young man was taken there,
a storm precipitated the idolaters down to the foot of the
mountain, and he escaped. When the young man re-
turned, Zunnuw&s ordered him to be hanged on a cross,
but all the arrows shot at him [before that operation] took
no effect; and a fire having been kindled [after he had
been suspended] under the cross, so that the flames
ascended towards the sky, not a hair of his head was
burnt. At last the king ordered a shower of arrows to be
discharged at him, but not one of them struck the youth*

It is related that when seven days had elapsed after the
crucifixion of this young man, he addressed the king, who
had come to the cross with a great crowd of people, as
follows : ' 0 tyrant! Thy missile will pierce my body, if
thou utterest at the time of shooting it the words : " I dis-
charge this arrow in the name of the Lord of this boy 1" '
Accordingly Zunnuwas pronounced these words and shot
the arrow, which struck the youth in a mortal spot,
whereon the bird of his soul immediately flew to the throne
.of God. The majority of the people, however, who had